Western North Carolinians are experiencing more black bear encounters partially
due to an increased availability of unnatural food sources such as bird seed,
garbage and pet food.
Bears continue to seek food sources that are easily accessible and high in fat or
calories.
When people leave garbage, bird seed and dog food outside their homes, they
are unintentionally teaching bears that human dwellings are a reliable source for
food, which increases the likelihood of a conflict. Bears that are involved in
conflict with people can not be relocated.

What to do if you encounter a black bear
• DO NOT run.
• DO NOT, for any reason, feed a bear.
• At home, DO make a lot of noise to let the bear know he is not welcome
(providing you are at a safe distance). Bang pots, set off your car alarm,
use whistles, or yell in a deep voice.
• In the woods, DO make noise, talk loudly, sing or break sticks to alert the
bear of your presence. Then back away or make a wide detour
around the bear.
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Are you
inviting
bears into
your yard?
HelpKeepBearsWild
Bears are tempted by items such as bird seed,
garbage and pet food because they provide a lot of
fat and calories without a lot of effort. A bear can
acquire around 12,000 calories from 7 lbs of bird seed.
For a bear, the temptation is irresistible, and they can
become “food conditioned.”
It takes a community-wide effort to keep
bears wild.
Keep your home free from easily accessible
food to help prevent wild bears from becoming
food conditioned bears.

To minimize encounters with bears
•

Put bird feeders away for at least 2 weeks or until the bear is no
longer seen in the area. In areas of regular bear activity, feeding
birds should be discontinued completely.

•

Only put garbage out the morning of pick-up, or utilize
bear-resistant trash containers.

•

Store your grill and pet food inside a locked building
or garage (please remember not to store your
propane tank inside, as it is a fire hazard).
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